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Pursuant to Article 107, paragraph 5 of the Health Care Act (Official Gazette number 121/2003 and 48/2005) the Minister of Health and Social Welfare of the Republic of Croatia hereby issues the
ORDINANCE
ON THE CRITERIA FOR THE AWARD AND RENEWAL OF THE TITLE OF A REFERENCE CENTRE OF THE MINISTRY COMPETENT FOR HEALTH
Article 1
A reference centre of the ministry competent for health is a health facility, or part of a health facility, or another legal entity or part of a legal entity performing health care activities in accordance with a special law (hereinafter referred to as legal entity or part of a legal entity), to which the minister competent for health, upon the proposal of the National Health Council with the obtained opinion of a professional medical association and in accordance with the provisions of the Health Care Act and the criteria laid down in this Ordinance, awards the title of a reference centre.
Article 2
The criteria for the award of the title of a reference centre shall be as follows:
1. Scientific and professional results achieved in the monitoring, studying and promotion of prevention, diagnostics and/or therapy and rehabilitation in a field of the medical profession which meet international standards, and are reflected in:
- the time period of at least 5 years during which a  legal entity or part of a legal entity is engaged in the studying and the promotion of prevention, diagnostics and/or therapy and rehabilitation of a specific disease, or a group of diseases,
- proven cooperation with prominent institutions from the same area of expertise abroad or with international institutions through the exchange of experts, joint scientific projects and other forms of cooperation,
- proven continuous success in scientific work through the implementation of scientific projects via the ministry competent for health or international projects (a minimum of one),
- the application of new methods, procedures and norms implemented in the Republic of Croatia for the first time,
- the processing of data on the diagnostics and/or treatment of patients suffering from a specific disease or a group of diseases with indicators of the results achieved in the treatment.
2. Fulfilment of professional and human resource requirements reflected in:
- the number of health workers holding teaching and research titles, or research titles (a minimum of two workers with the title assistant professor, associate or full professor, or the title of a research associate, senior research associate or scientific adviser), who perform tasks at the legal entity or part of the legal entity applying for the title of a reference centre, 
- the participation of the persons referred to in subparagraph 1, item 2 of this Article shall be evaluated for the maximum of two reference centres,
- the number of scientific papers published in indexed medical journals by the workers employed by the legal entity or part of the legal entity on topics closely related to specific diseases or groups of diseases (a minimum of 10 papers, of which at least 2 papers in the last two years).
3. Appropriate space, library and the availability of all data on electronic media, and medical and technical equipment which enables work on the provision of professional and methodological help in the prevention, diagnostics and/or treatment and rehabilitation of a specific disease or groups of diseases, reflected in:
- spatial requirements beyond the standards defined for health facilities in a specific field, with classrooms ensured,
- library with world-renowned journals from the field of work of the legal entity or part of the legal entity, and journals published in the Republic of Croatia, indexed in the most significant foreign secondary and tertiary publications, or the availability of all above journals on electronic media, and
- state-of-the-art medical and technical equipment recognised and accepted in line with world standards for studying a specific disease or a group of diseases.
Article 3
The procedure for the award of the title of a reference centre of the ministry competent for health shall be initiated by the expert council of the health facility or by an authorised body of another legal entity or part of a legal entity performing health care activities in accordance with a special law. The decision on the application to the National Health Council shall be passed by the administrative council of the health facility, or by an authorised body of another legal entity or part of a legal entity performing health care activities in accordance with a special law.
The report of the legal entity or part of a legal entity on the award of the title of a reference centre of the ministry competent for health shall, together with the decisions of the body referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article, include documents proving the meeting of requirements defined by the criteria referred to in Article 2 of this Ordinance and the opinion of a professional medical association on the justification to award the title.
The report referred to in paragraph 2 of this Article shall list in detail the core activity tasks and the conditions for performing the tasks referred to in Article 109, paragraph 1 of the Health Care Act.
The requirement stipulated in Article 2, item 2, subparagraph 3 of this Ordinance shall be evaluated on the basis of data from the competent university.
Article 4
The National Health Council shall forward the report of the legal entity or part of a legal entity on the award of the title of a reference centre for evaluation to reviewers from the ranks of prominent health professionals holding teaching and research titles, or research titles depending on the field of health care for which the procedure for the award of the title of a reference centre is conducted.
The reviewers shall review the report referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article within 30 days from the receipt of the request for a peer review from the National Health Council.
The reviewers’ peer review shall include the evaluation of the meeting of all of the requirements defined in Article 2 of this Ordinance.
Article 5
Reviewers' remuneration shall be defined in a special decision of the minister competent for health.
The costs of work provided by the reviewers shall be paid by the legal entity or part of a legal entity which initiates the procedure for the award, or the procedure for the renewal of the title of a reference centre of the ministry competent for health.
Article 6
The title of a reference centre of the ministry competent for health shall be awarded to the legal entity or part of a legal entity which fully meets the criteria stipulated in the provisions of Article 2 of this Ordinance for the period of five years.
The head of the reference centre shall be a health worker performing the duties of the head of the legal entity or part of the legal entity which has been awarded the title of a reference centre.
The validity period referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article shall begin on the day of the publication of the decision in the Official Gazette.
Article 7
The reference centre of the ministry competent for health shall submit to the ministry competent for health an Activity Report for the previous year by 1 March of the following year at the latest.
The Activity Report of the reference centre shall be prepared by the head of the reference centre and co-signed by the director of the health facility.
The reference centre of the ministry competent for health shall submit to the ministry competent for health a Work Plan for the following year by 1 November of the current year at the latest.
Article 8
The National Health Council shall forward the Activity Report of the reference centre for peer review to reviewers (a minimum of two reviewers) from the ranks of prominent health professionals holding teaching and research titles, or research titles depending on the field of health care for which the title has been awarded.
The reviewers shall provide the peer review referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article within 30 days from the receipt of the request for a peer review from the National Health Council.
If the reviewers fail to submit the peer review within the period referred to in paragraph 2 of this Article, the National Health Council shall submit the report for peer review to other reviewers.
Article 9
The legal entity or part of the legal entity shall notify the ministry competent for health of changes concerning the meeting of criteria based on which the title of a reference centre had been awarded, within 30 days from the date on which the change occurred.
The notification referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article shall be submitted to the National Health Council by the director of the health facility, or by an authorised body of another legal entity or part of a legal entity performing health care activities in accordance with a special law.
Upon the proposal of the National Health Council and upon obtaining the opinion of a professional medical association, the minister competent for health shall pass the decision to revoke the title of a reference centre of the ministry competent for health for the legal entity or part of a legal entity. The decision to revoke the title of a reference centre shall be published in the Official Gazette.
Article 10
The National Health Council may propose to the minister competent for health to revoke the title of the reference centre of the ministry competent for health, if the reference centre should fail to perform the tasks referred to in Article 109 of the Health Care Act, or if it fails to submit the Activity Report or the Work Plan for the following year within the period stipulated in Article 7 of this Ordinance.
Article 11
A special register shall be kept with the ministry on the awarded title of a reference centre of the ministry competent for health.
Article 12
The National Health Council shall, pursuant to the provisions of this Ordinance, submit annual activity reports to the minister competent for health.
The National Health Council shall submit the Activity Report for the previous year to the minister competent for health by 1 March of the following year at the latest.
Article 13
The Ordinance on the Criteria for the Award of the Title of a Reference Centre of the Ministry of Health (Official Gazette number 31/94 and 34/97) shall cease to have effect by virtue of the entry into force of this Ordinance.
Article 14
This Ordinance shall enter into force on the eighth day following its publication in the Official Gazette.
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